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The York Society, Inc. 

History    Heritage   Arts    Culture 

Le er from the President 
Dear Members 

September and October have been very 
busy months for our commi ee and 
members: 
  
A successful return of the Art and Cra  
Awards, 
A contribu on of seven historic walks as 
part of The York Fes val 
  

Thanks to the 40 volunteers who helped with the Art and Cra  
Awards, and all our sponsors and judges! 
  
Thanks par cularly to Liz Parker who is re ring as organiser of the 
Art and Cra  Awards.  Jackie Phillips has offered to organise the 
awards in 2022. 

Regards,  Rob Garton‐Smith 

Janet Mille  Celebra on 

 

On the occasion of Janet Mille ’s 200th birthday on July 17th, 

the York Society presented a series of readings from her ac-

claimed book “An Australian Parsonage” wri en from her dia-

ries and journals of her me in the York of the 1860s whilst 

her husband Edward Mille  was rector of the Holy Trinity 

Church. Following the readings in Holy Trinity a ernoon tea 

was held under the verandahs of the Rectory where she would 

have lived and recorded the scenes she saw around her.  
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The Readers, ge ng into the spirit of things in costume 



 

Streets of York 

Do you live in Foreman Road? 

Charles Alfred Foreman ( 1865-1946 ) was born in 
Mt Bolton near Ballarat in Victoria where he served 
as President of the Shire Council before moving to 
Western Australia in 1902, working for  Millars Tim-
ber and Trading Company in Midland Junc on and 
then ac ng as manager of the local York branch un-

l 1922 when he established his own business. 

From the me of his arrival in York he took a 
keen interest in civic and spor ng ma ers. In 
1908 he was elected Councillor and worked dili-
gently in a variety of civic posi ons. He was Pres-
ident of the York Football Associa on, instru-
mental in the forma on of the York Volunteer 
Fire Brigade in 1910 as its first Captain and Chair-
man of the York Centennial Celebra ons Com-
mi ee. In 1929 he was elected Mayor for the 
first me. He gained the record for successive 
terms as Mayor when he was re-elected unop-

posed for the fi h me in November 1932. 

His first wife Catherine née McDonald died in 
1913 and he married Chris na Byrne (born Williamstown, Victoria in 
1883) in 1915.  She was also ac ve in civic affairs as secretary of the 
CWA, the Red Cross and the Women’s Ins tute and President of the 
Ladies Hockey Club and was one of the first women elected to a local 
authority in Western Australia  serving as a York Councillor for 13 
years un l 1952. During their me in local government York also held 
the record for the only council being served concurrently by a hus-
band and wife. 

Charles died in 1946 and Chris na in 1970. 

They are both buried in the Methodist sec on of the York Cemetery. 

Jackie Phillips 

Charles & Chris na Foreman 



 

 

First Prize , Drawing  

Mindscape alone in the Forest, by Linda Fardoe. 

Second Prize, Painting  

Nocturne, by Russell Bell  

   
The 2021 Act-Belong-Commit York 

Society Art & Craft Awards was a 
great success with visitors comment-
ing that it was the best yet. Over 1000 
people viewed the exhibition which 
displayed 228 entries from the various 
categories of art and craft. This year's 
special (optional) theme was 
“Isolation”. This popular theme elicited 
some very imaginative work. The ex-
hibition was opened this year by 

Shelagh Magadza, Executive Di-
rector of the WA Chamber of Arts 

& Culture. The judges 
Paul Trinidad, lecturer in 
the Design Dept of UWA  
and Shana James, Print-
maker and teacher at Fre-
mantle Arts Centre were 
most complimentary about 
the standard of the exhibi-
tion. About 80 people at-
tended the opening of the 

exhibition and delicious afternoon tea 
which was organised and supplied by 
Jackie Phillips and other YS members 
and committee.  

 

Art & Cra  Awards 

First Prize, Painting 

Journey North, by Joanne Duffy. 

First Prize , Drawing, Pastels 

Mindscape alone in the Forest, by Linda Fardoe  



 

 

Second Prize, Drawing, Pastels  

Journey Outback, by Julie Silvester  

First Prize, Sculpture 

Outer Calm and Inner Turmoil, by Laura 
Appleton  

 

The Society is extremely 
grateful to the 40 or so volun-
teers who helped with the exhi-
bition, in setting it up and taking 
it down, in attending the door 
throughout its duration and gen-
erally for giving their time so 
cheerfully. It is occasions like 
this that bring about a bonding 
in the town's community as we 
work towards a common cause. 
  The many businesses and 
members of the community who 
donated towards the cash 
Awards are to be thanked very 
sincerely. They make the exhibi-
tion possible. 

I am retiring from coordinating 
the Art & Craft Awards and Pho-
tographic Awards, after 25 
years.  Thank you to all the 
wonderful people who have 
supported me and the event. 

Liz Parker 

First Prize, Ceramics, Mosaics  

Vessel Number 2, by Felicity Bodycoat  

Continued on next page... 

Second Prize, Mo-
saic  

Away from the Mad-
dening Crowd, by 
Greer Berry 

Second Prize , Sculpture 

White Lady, by Carolyn Johnston  



 

 

 

Art & Cra  Awards cont. 

Second Prize , 
Fibre & Wood 

Bloom and Grow, 
by Roslyn Newick  

First Prize, Fibre & Wood  

Solitude, by Janine Judge  

Young Achiever Award  

La vie en Rose, by Kate Parker 
Blandstown Award 

Balladong Bridge, by Marina Millar 

Avon Valley Resident Award  (Craft)   

Wood ‘n ‘ Gold, by Mick Cotter Avon Valley Resident Award  
(Art)   

Yenyenning, by Jan George 

IThis Year’s Theme - solation (Craft) 

An assemblage of moments, by Jane Button 

This Year’s Theme - Isolation (Art)  

View from the Farmhouse, by Carol Emmerson 
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Coming Events 

November 20th, 12 noon at the Sandalwood Yards 

Literary Launch with Lunch. 

Kamille will read extracts from her book, “A Matchbook full of 
 Pearls”.  A light lunch will be provided.   

$20/head.  RSVP  email:  yorksociety@westnet.com.au or ring 
 Liz,  0428 322 167 

December 5th, 5.30pm  Welcome to New Residents and Thanks 
to Volunteers throughout the year. 

Sundowner sausage sizzle. 

Sausages and salads provided. 

BYO drink 



 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Aborigines of the York Area $15 
York Sketchbook  $15 
York Cemetery Walk Trail  $10 
Recollec ons of York Diary $10 
Origins of  the York Town Hall  $10 
YORK WA – A Documentary History 
by Pamela Statham-Drew $65 
Sunset over Mt Douraking $35 
Sandalwood by Pamela Statham-Drew 
$30 

These books are available by contac ng: 

York Archives, email: 

archives.yorksociety@westnet.com.au 

THE YORK SOCIETY COMMITTEE 

Treasurer:  

 

The York Society Inc 

PO Box 143 
York   WA   6302 

Email:  yorksociety@westnet.com.au 

Website:  www.theyorksociety.com 

Dates to remember: 

 Sunday October 31st—Gwanbygine walk.  Meet 10am at  5463, Gt 

Southern Hwy.  BYO  lunch if required. 

Membership fees, due January, $20  Single, $35 Family. 

 Saturday, November 20th—12 noon, Sandalwood Yards.  Book 

launch and lunch.  RSVP yorksociety@westnet.com.au or ring Liz 

0428 322 167  $20pp. 

 Sunday, December 5th, 5.30pm—Sundowner and sausage sizzle:  

Welcome to New Residents and Thanks to Volunteers during 2021 

BYO Drink.  Food provided. 

Keep up-to-date with York Society ac vi es on our website: 

wwww.theyorksociety.com and on Facebook: 

York Families & Footprints and www.facebook.com/yorksociety 
Instagram#yorksocietyevents 


